Business Line ND 13/09/2012

Newspaper Clips

September 13, 2012

P1

Kerala may get an IIT during
12th Plan, says Prime Minister

Our Bureau
Kochi, Sept, 12

Kerala may get an Indian In-
stitute of Technology during the
12th Plan, Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh said here on
Wednesday that the Centre is
seriously consideringa proposal
to set up an IIT in the State. He
was inaugurating Emerging
Kerala 2012, a State govern-
ment initiative to showcase po-
tential projects to private
investors. Over 1,800 delegates
from India and abroad are par-

ticipating in the three-day

event,

PALAKKAD MAY GET IIT
The proposed IIT will be in Pa-
lakkad and could be included in
the 12th Plan, Kerala Chief Min-
ister Oommen Chandy later
clarified.

The land owned by Instru-
mentation Ltd in Palakkad may
be used to locate the IIT. An IIT
requires a minimum of 300

Prime Minister Manmohan Slngh w;th Kerala Cluef Minister
Oommen Chandy, at the Emerging Kerala event in Kochi on
Waednesday. — KK. Mustafah :

acres. Promising Central sup-
port to Kerala’s efforts to be-
come an industrial hub, the
Prime Minister asked the State
Goyernment to use to utmost
the National Skill Development
Mission. “This would go a long
way in tapping the epergies of
the Kerala’s educated unem-
ployed,” he said.

Referring to the government
decision last week to grant Ca-

b

botage relaxation for Vallarpa-
dam Container Transshipment
Terminal in Kochi, Manmochan
Sigh said the government’s vi-
sion to see this port, inaugu-
rated by him last year, becoming
a transshipment hub will mate-
rialise soon.
sajeevkumar.v(@
thehindu.co.in
vinson.kurian@
thehindu.co.in
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MANNA I5 NEW
IIT-KANPUR
DIRECTOR

HT Correspondent
® htcity.kanpur@hindustantimes.com

KANPUR: Indranil Manna, an
alumnus of IIT Kanpur, will be
the new director of the Indian
Institute of Technology. This
marks an end to three-month
long speculation about the new
incumbent.

President Pranab Mukherjee
approved his appointment for
a period of five years.

Manna was the director of
Central Glass and Ceramic
Research Institute before he
was shortlisted and cleared for
the top job at II'T Kanpur.

Manna will replace Dr Sanjay
Govind Dhande, who has the dis-
tinction of being institute’s
longest serving director. Prof
Dhande, who held the position
for three consecutive terms, is
now tipped to become scientif-
ic advisor to the prime minister.

Manna, 51, obtained his BE
degree from Calcutta University
in 1983 and M Tech degree in
1984 from IIT-Kanpur. A met-
allurgical engineer, a renowned
educator and a prolific
researcher, Manna's work are
widely cited.

His research interest spans
from structure-property corre-
lation in engineering materials,
including synthesis/application
of nano-materials, surface
coating/engineering, phase
transition, fuel cells, sensors,
bainitic steel and mathematical
modelling
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HT, Mumbai

National exam for

engg institutes in
state from 2014-15

HT Correspondent

B htmetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Engineering degree
aspirants in the state will have
to appear for the national joint
entrance examination (JEE)
from the year 2014-15. The state
cabinet took this decision on
Wednesday and declared that
50% weightage will be given to
the Class 12 board examination,
and 50% to the JEE, based on
which the final merit list for
admissions in the state-run
institutes would be made.

The JEE facilitates admis-
sion to IITs, NITs and other
engineering colleges. The state
has a large number of engi-
neering institutes — most of
which are owned by educational
trusts associated with political
leaders.

Students who score less than
50% aggregate marks in the
Class 12 board examination
would not be eligible for the
engineering course, said a press
statement released by the state
government. For deciding the
weightage to board examina-
tion, marks obtained in three
subjects — physics, chemistry
and mathematics — would be
considered.

Marks obtained in the JEE’s
main section would only count
for seeking admissions in state
institutes. For national insti-
tutes, marks obtained in the
advanced section would also be
considered.

In Wednesday’s meeting,
some ministers wanted the
state to have 40% weightage to
the Class 11 examination, but
the majority did not approve of
the suggestion.

The Union HRD ministry has
fixed weightage for admission
to centrally-funded institutions

THE CRITERIA

STUDENTS WHO SCORE
less than 50% aggregate
marks in the Class 12
board examination would
not be eligible for the
engineering course, said
a press statement
released by the state
government

FOR DECIDING THE
weightage to board
examination, marks
obtained in three sub-
jects — physics,
chemistry and mathe-
matics — would be con-
sidered

MARKS OBTAINED IN the
JEE’s main section would
only count for seeking
admissions in state insti-
tutes

FOR NATIONAL INSTI-
TUTES, marks obtained in
the advanced section
would also be considered

SOME MINISTERS WANT-
ED the state to have 40%
weightage to the Class
11 examination, but the
majority did not approve
of the suggestion.

and gave the states the freedom
to decide weightage pattern for
admission to institutions gov-
erned by them.

The state government had
asked for a year’s time to be part
of the JEE because it wanted
to revise the Class 11 and 12 syl-
labus to meet the JEE
standard.

This academic year, Class 12
students would have to take the
state common entrance and
several other examinations tc
secure admissions.
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HT, Kanpur

RUSSIA MOST EDUCATED

report by the O
for Economic C

Education at a Glance 2012

and Development studied
global education systems

@

540/0 of Russians
aged 25-64 hold

academic degrees

rganisation
ooperation

510/0 Canadian

46% israel

450/0 Japanese

42% usa

Page 50f 11




Indian Express ND 13/09/2012 P10

Marked absent

Is it any surprise that India fails to figure in
the top 200 in world university rankings?

CCORDING to the QS
A World University rankings
for 2012, not one of India’s

higher educational institutions,
even the much-vaunted IITs or
. IMs, crack the world's top 200, In
, contrast, China has seven institu-
tions in the top 200, while each of
the other BRICS nations hasat least
one university in the top 200. And it
isn’t just the QS rankings that does
not rate Indian institutions highly,
The Times Higher Education
world university rankings for
2011-12 also did not rank any In-
dian university in the top 200, If
even the best of India’s higher edu-
cation institutions do not perform
well when held to international
standards, there is clearly a seri-
ous problem with the state of the
country’s colleges and universities.
Of course, the problem is much
larger than the ITTs and IIMs, which
service only a small proportion of
the population. The majority of
young Indians eligible for college-
level instruction receive training
elsewhere, and there are unmistak-
able signs that these students are ill-
served by the quality of available in-
struction, Indian graduates are

poorly trained and lack employa-
bility, according to separate studies
conducted by staffing company
TeamLease this year, which esti-
mated that more than half of all In-
dian graduates suffer from some de-
gree of skill-deprivation, and by
McKinsey earlier. For a young na-
tion, with a majority of its popula-
tion below 25 years of age, address-
ing this quality deficit in higher
education should be a priority.

It doesn’t seem to be so, despite

"the big talk. Under the watch of

HRD Minister Kapil Sibal, billsthat
aim to address the structural prob-
lemsin the higher education sector
-—ofaccess, quality and regulation
~— have been stuck in Parliament,
The National Accreditation Author-
ity for Higher Educational Institu-
tions Bill has been pending since
20110, while the foreign educational
institutions bill, introduced in the
Lok Sabha the same year, appears
to be firmly on the backburner, as
also the Higher Education and Re-
search Bill. Higher education re-
form is hobbled by alack of political
will and imagination, The govern-

ment risks a demographic disaster if

it continues to hem and haw.,
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Abysmal

India's low ranking in higher education
" isamatter of serious concern

he QS world ranking of universities has noplace

I for any Indian institution among the top 200. Un-
like China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore, Korea,
Malaysia, South Africaand Brazil. Indians are content to
feel shocked when such rankings are announced every

« Year, vent their anger and go back to their own comfort-
able levels of mediocrity thereafter. This can continue
only at great peril to India’s ability to compete in an in-
creasingly-knowledge intensive global economy. Correc-
tivesteps will, of course, have tobegin from primaryedu-

- cationand coverahuge ground. Indian industry’slack of
ambition to produce world-class quality makes it stay
away from fundingresearchat our institutions of higher
learning, cutting off a vital stream of research topics

. and research funding that nurture universities around
the world. Quracademicstalwarts are not immuneto the
national cultural ethos of hierarchy and submission,
with the result that independent inquiry and question-
ing of established wisdom, particularly of the kind pro-
pounded by your immediate superior, have an extremely

short half-life on Indian’ campuses. Poor financial incen-

tives had kept the meritorious and the creative away
from academia, save for a minority who prefer the pur-
suitof knowledge for its own sake, tillthe Sixth Pay Com-
mission accomplished some damage control in this re-
gard. University administrators, generally drawn from
the ranks of academics, turn, when entrusted with au-
thority, into petty little tyrants who place their own ego
above collegiate striving for academic excellence, The
latest victim of this tendency is Delhi University where
studenfs are being given bucketloads of gratuitous
‘moderation’ marks and academic staff feels demoral-
ised and bitter, setting one of India’s premier universi-
tiesonapath towards disarrayand decline.

The task of redeeming higher education cannot be °
achieved by the central government alone. Or by thegov-

ernment alone. Industry and civil society at large have to
play a huge role to turn things around. This is not easy,
but the alternative is to stunt our economic future.
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Waterlogging: G
m learn from II'l-
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SAS NAGAR: I order to find aolu-
tion to perennial water loaging
problers with every rainall in
SAS Nagar, Greater Mohali
Aves Development Authority
(OAMADA b will Lzsle lessors from
ITT, Aurabt

SA5 Nagar, which & heiny
privected asthe future IT eity,

hag heen facing the problerns

of waler h}g_.;gum, water enter-
g into houses evern with
zlight raintall, thus foveing the

authorities 1o re-look at the
tonwrr's drainage svelent and

Business Standard, ND 13/09/2012

hire experi= o find =olutions
tarthe problen,

Scurees i GAMADA revenled

that the authorily loolking for
ihe solution to the pm{mm“l
probleryy of el cuping rodis

had already tied up with 11T,

Mumbai, which expertises i
werhsn Flooding.

The sources added that an
smount of 138 L lakk would be
praned s cotsullaney fee.

“We hove tied up with the
ITT, Aurahal, to And solulion
tor urhan loodime and a2 part
of the tie-up, a two-day work-
shop would he condueted hy
experts frorg 1T, Mumbat, to

P-12

lumbai

uperace Lhe skill of enrineers,
GRIADA chief adminstrator AR
Stralw 2and.

Ile added that onSeptember
2(h o leam from the [IT
AMunthat, would he in lh&
¢ity 1o train the enginesrs ¢
(MADA. The 2eope of a-.l_m_.._
waleled be urha deainaee along
with studying the contours o
SAR Nagar,

Irs the recent flooding chring
monsaor, GMADA had oot the
mapping of the ares done, As
part of the tleup, the experts
wonle also 2ipervise the solu
tem prepared by GMADA offi
cils,

Cambridge eyeing growth in postgraduate collaboratlons in Indla

VIKAS SHARMA
Chandlgarh, 2 September

University of Cambridge is eyeing growth in
postgraduate (PG) collaborations with Indian
institutions.

Though vice-chancellor, Professor Leszek
Boryseiwichz, emphatically rejects any plans of
setting up a university campus in India in the
near future, he says they are identifying insti-
tutions in India to partner. However, the col-
laborations would essentially be at the post-
graduate level. The university in the near
future Is looking at creating a sustainable rela-
tionship with India through academic link-
ages.

The University of Cambridge already has

270 projects with various Institutes -
in India.

The university also entered into collabora-
tion with the Shiromani Gurdwara
Prabhandak Committee (SGPC), wherein five
students from SGPC Institutions would be
shortlisted for pursuing research studies in
Cambridge. Under the scheme, the entire
expenses of students would be shared equal-
ly by the SGPC and Cambridge University. *

The university, with mote than 240 Indian
students studying at the PG level and arcund 70
students enrolled for undergraduate courses,
has not witnessed any impact of weakening
rupee impacting the inflow of students to
the university,

“Till now, we have not'observed any case

wherein Indian students had to leave the cam-
pus because of the escalating cost of education

on account of the depreciating rupee,” said the

vice-chancellor,

The university, starting this year, has also
allowed entry of Indian students in undergrad-
uate courses if they score 90 per cent in the
higher secondary examination.

Boryseiwichz says the examination systems
actoss the country varies, To ensure metitorious
students are not deprived of the opportunity to
enroll themselves in the undergraduate cours-
es being offered, a couple of examination sys-
tems has been recognised by the university.

This year the university has attracted 70 stu-
dents from India, who have enrolled themselves
for the various undergraduate courses.

Leszek Boryseiwichz, vice-chancellor of
University of Cambridge
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Single entrance test for MBBS,
dental courses from 2013

Apm TANDow'T NS

New DeLHI, SEPTEMBER 12
From 2013, students will
have to take a single test for
entry to recognised MBBS
and dental colleges in India.

Two-year-tong deliberations
with state governments to
hold the common test - chris-
teded Natiotal Eligibility-
cum-Entrance Test (NEET) -
ended today, with the govern-
ment announcing Sunday,
May 5, as the date of the first
version of the exam in 2013.

The test will yield an All-
India merit list based on
which students would be
admitted to 355 recognised
MBBS colleges and 300
recognised dental colleges.
The hitherto conducted
state-level medical entrance
tests as also the centrally

‘conducted All India PMT
stand scrapped.

From 2013 onwards, close to
10 lakh students who annual-
ly take the medical entrance
tests, will have to sit for only
one exam which the Central
Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) will hold on behalf of

THE NEW SCHEME

R CBSE to hold common
entrance test on May 5,
2013 for admission to
MBBS, BDS courses in
all recognised colleges
for the academic ses-
sion 2013-14

1 AIPMT, state-level tests scrapped

i Test 1o be held in English, Hindi and all vemacular lan-
guages in which it was being held il now in states

B All admissions to be based on All-India merit list drawn
from the common exam results

1 QOver 10 lakh students to take the test for entry to 350
MBBS and 300 dental colleges from 2013

the Ministry of Health and
Medical Council of India.

The MCI has finalised a
new syllabus for the entrance
test and the same is available
on its website for prospective
MBBS students.

The move not only spells
an end to the era of multiple
exams in medical education
sector, but also it holds the
promise of cleansing the
system of MBBS and BDS
admissions. The practice of
sale and purchase of med-

ical seats will end with one
centrally held test as the
states would be obliged to
admit students as per the
All-India merit and no mal-
practices can creep in.

Hitherto, students were
required to sit for scores of
tests including AIPMT

hich the CBSE holds annu-
y}ly and several exams the
states conduct for filling up
seats in the colleges under
their jurisdiction.

Now, while the states can

give preference to students
from their own region while,
admitting them to colleges’
located in their jurisdiction,:
they would have to do so
essentially through the com-
mon merit list. The practice is
expected to improve the qual-
ity of medical and dental sty
dents entering the system. .
WHeH the exam was {lrst
proposed in 2010 with the
MCI notification issued,in
December that”year, stales
led by Tamil Nadu opposed
it, saying their students
would be at a loss as they)
would have to sit for a test
which is not conducted in
their regional language. The
then DMK government of
Tamil Nadu even secured &*

 stay on the MCI notification.

But now, all the cases, per-.
taining to a single test haye’
been transferred to the!
Supreme Court which earli-;
er batted for a single testin a-
petition filed before it.

The problem of language
has been resolved with the,
CBSE saying it would hold
the NEET-UG in all the ver-'
nacular languages .
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lIM-C pips its peers in research projects

B-school published 40 research papers in peer—revrewed journals and presented %5 papers at rnternatlonal conferences in 2010-1

VINAY UMARII & KALPANA PATHAX

A L 2S

The Indian Institute of Management-
Calcutta (IIM-C) is leading the way
in research projects, pipping its peers
OM-Ahmedabad (IIM-A) and IIM-
Bangalore (IIM-B).

Of the top three IIMs, IIM-C pub-
lished 40 research papers in peer-
reviewed journals, and presented 25
papers at international conferences
during 2010-11, according to the insti-
tute’s annual report. IIM-B, on its part,
saw elght research and seven case
writing projects being completed and
published during the same period. In
comparison, however, the oldest pre-
mier B-school, IIM-A, saw only one
research project being completed as
against 42 in 2009-10.

Such has been the struggle for
improving research at its campus that
in the annual report, Samir Barua,
director, IIM-A said, “Several newini-
tiatives,, including organisation of
case writing workshops, were taken
during the year to increase the num-
ber of cases being written by faculty of
the institute.”

IIM-A has initiated a new per-
formance appraisal systetn, wherein
research will be given equal weigh-
tage as teaching in annuat appraisals
of faculty. In terms of consulting
projects being completed, 1IM-A
scored against its peer with 105 in
2010-11 . TIM-B, saw 19 consulting
projects being completed for the
same period.

t proiectstlﬂsye

Interms of research projects being
initiated in 2010-11, IM-C pipped its
peers with 13 new projects, followed
by nine by lIM-A and eight by IIM-B.

TIM-C also had more projects pub-
lished on international platforms
compared to its peer Institutions,

“Our faculty members published
arourjd 40 research papers in peer-
reviewed journals and presented
around 25 papers at international
conferences during the year. The
institute funded 13 new research
projects undertaken by faculty mem-
bers and two projects received exter-
nal funding support,” said Ajit
Balakrishnan, chairman of the board

of governors at IIM-C. .

Further, a new faculty promotion
policy was implemented this year at
IIM-C with the objective of further
strengthening the research environ-
ment.

During the year IIM-C funded 13
new research projects. Of these, 12
were in the ¥1,00,000 category and
one was in the ¥5,00,000 category.
Two other research projects were
launched by faculty members
through external funding.

“In line with the institute’s long-
term vision, we saw significant
progress in our efforts to transform
into a research-based organisation, in

w—k’

" terms of growth in scholarly publica-

tions as well as case studies and teach-
ingalds,” said Pankaj Chandra, direc-
tor of IIM-B In its annual report for
2010-11, IIM-B has already entered
into an agreement with Harvard
Business Publishing, under which the
latter will distribute its collection of
teaching. Experts, however, believe
that Indian institutes need to put in
more efforts to improve quality to
achieve international standards.
“India’s research base already has
some outstanding activity but, it
appears, thinly spread; and while
research generally is often "very good”
itis more rarely ‘internationally excel-

Tk uM-Bwlthelght .

b PROJ ECT PAPERS

“ﬁl terms of research projects
Initiated In 2010-1, [IM~C plpped "
o315 peers with 13 new projects,” .. .

followed by IM-A with nine and, |

lIM-B saw eight research and y
$even case writing projects belng

. N(omp!eted and publlshed durlng

;f‘j;zpm-n )
¥ JIM-A saw only one research:

profect being completed In 8
i, 2010-M against 42 In2009-10 ;2 §

® Anew faculty promotion policy -

- wasimplemented at {IM-( this

- year to strengthen the research
s environment ’

IIM—A has initiatéd a new N
! performance system wherein *
o research will be given &qual

t

" weightage as teaching inannual -,
i appraisals offaculty ., . ..

4

e, s Vel e et

lent. The u.nclerrylng patterns of excel-
lence and an explanation for India’s
‘deficit’ compared to other countries
requires further investigation,” said
Jonathan Adams, diréetot, research
evaluation, Thompson Reuters, had
told Business Standard.

Indian universities, added Adams,
produce a modest output of research
that has really high global impact. By
compatison, other growing research
economies are producing not only
more research but also more high
quality research.
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lIM-("s finance lab unveils
monthly e-newsletter Artha

BS REPORTER
New Delhi, 12 September -

The Finance Lab at the Indian
Institute of Management,
Calcutta (IIM-C) has launched
a monthly e-newsletter —
Artha — the maiden issue of
which has been published in
August. The newsletter aims

at bringing out articles on key
areas of financial markets
which might be of interest to
policy makers and practition- .
ers,

Instead of carrying market
survey of the trends of the past
month, the e-magazine or e-
zine would contain articles with
policy implications.

Dainik Bhaskar ND 13/09/2012 P7
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